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The so-called ‘Pink Tide’ has been a central and at the same time much contested notion in connection with contemporary Latin American social and political change. One central argument on ‘the Pink Tide’ has been stated by Jorge Castañedas arguing that the Latin American Left can be divided in two different categories: On the one hand we have ‘pragmatic and realistic’ leftist governments which focus on development results and which separate themselves from the traditional strong anti-American sentiments characteristic for Latin American leftist parties historically. On the other hand we have leftist governments with roots in populist and nationalist movements with a somewhat aggressive rhetoric towards USA. Yet other researchers contest the notion of ‘The Pink Tide’ saying that neoliberal policies continue under so-called left governments in Latin America (Petras, 2006).
The recent political shift in Bolivia seems to aim towards an empowerment of a rhetorically anti-neoliberal and anti-globalist movement characterized by the election of MAS​[1]​-leader Evo Morales in 2005 (re-elected in 2009). There has been a resurgence of a revolutionary, anti-neoliberal movement (at least in their own discourse), left-wing president and government with focus of “taking back rights” from the establishment (former parties and elite groups, especially in the big cities). At the same time there is a policy focus on decentralization and indigenous empowerment aiming to integrate new elements of society and opening spaces for indigenous identity politics. 
In Bolivia the ‘Pink Tide’ has been present in the election of Evo Morales. The question is, however, whether the developments in Bolivia only can be analysed with Pink Tide as point of departure. Are we only seeing a ‘backlash’ to neoliberal policies in Bolivia? One of the key arguments in this paper, is that ‘bottom-up’ processes at local level in Bolivia in coordination with international pressure for neo-liberal policies in fact created ‘space’ for a new actors and new political agendas for Bolivia’s majority of indigenous people and their organisations.




^1	  MAS: Movimiento al Socialismo
